
Our Sisters in Kenya are deeply 
devoted to helping those people who 
live in dire poverty. Their efforts to 
help the poor are in direct service and 
systemic change. They mentor the 
Kenyan Sisters into our charism and 
help to develop their leadership skills.

On February 22, Sister Claire Debes, 
D.C., Provincial Superior, embarked on a 
pilgrimage to Kenya with Sister Honora 
Remes, D.C., Provincial Superior of  
the Evansville Province. Together, they 
experienced firsthand the poverty, the 

mentoring, and the love that the Sisters share with the villagers.
The trip had several purposes: to learn about our Sisters’ ministries, to support their 

efforts, to meet the people they serve, and to be able to share firsthand the
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On Tuesday, March 9, 2010, associates 
(employees) and Daughters of  Charity at 
Saint Joseph’s Provincial House gathered 
for breakfast and to raise money for a 
personal cause.  As one of  several fund 
raisers that are held throughout the 
year, this event helped to replenish the 
Employee Emergency Assistance Fund 
(EEAF).  Total donations from the 
breakfast, the 50/50 raffle, and bake sale 
raised $1,245.85.

The EEAF was established years 
ago to help associates during a time of  
unexpected need.   According to Sister 
Carol Durkin, D.C., Executive Director 
for the Seton Outreach Center in 
Emmitsburg, the types of  requests are 
for help to pay utilities, car insurance, 
car payments, rent, and to buy food.  
The Seton Outreach Center provides 
support to the community through its 
Thrift Shop, and the food programs at 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter.  
Additional programs run by the Outreach 
Center include Jumpstart, a program to 
help women re-enter the job market, and a 
dental program.  To learn more about the 
Seton Outreach Center, click here.  

Visit us on Facebook   •   www.thedaughtersofcharity.org   •   (301) 447-7080

Pilgrimage to Kenya...
Reflections by sisteR claiRe Debes, D.c.

associates maKing 
a Difference

Read our Sisters’ obituaries online at www.thedaughtersofcharity.org/news/obits.htm.
Please look for the mouse icon        at the end of  the stories to read the entire article

online, or if  you don’t have a computer, contact us at (301) 447-7080
to have the full article sent to you by mail.

The crab feast and pig roast will be held 
at Saint Joseph’s 
Provincial House 
in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland, on
Saturday, 
September 11.  
Tickets will go 
on sale July 5th.  
Mark your calendars!

crab feast returns

Elephant refuge in Kenya.

Sister Carol Durkin, D.C., (far right) shown working at the 
fund raiser with associates Mary Calis, Seton Shrine Gift Shop, 
and Charlene Little, Sewing Department.

February 22, 2010, was a very special
day for the students and staff  of  Mother
Seton School, Emmitsburg.  It was 
exactly 200 years to the day that Elizabeth 
Ann Seton started Saint Joseph’s Free 
School and Academy in Emmitsburg with 
only three students. Today, the Mother 
Seton School is blessed to have five 
Daughters of  Charity in ministry.

Leading the Eucharistic Celebration 
was Bishop Mitchell Rozanski as the main 
celebrant with Rev. Michael Kennedy, 
C.M. and Rev. Vincent O’Malley, C.M. 
concelebrating.

The Basilica of  the National Shrine of  Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton was filled to 
capacity by students and staff  of  Mother Seton School, eight Catholic Schools from

eDucation continues 200 years
at mother seton school

Students from Mother Seton School, Emmitsburg, carry
signs at the opening of  the Bicentennial Mass listing the various 
titles that are associated with Elizabeth Ann Seton.
(l to r) Alyssa Imes, Payton Lookingbill, Satara Friedli, Nicole 
Grillon, Cayla Keltz, Hayley Crum and Lucy Estep holding the 
ribbon.

Kenya (continued on page 2)

mother seton school (continued on page 3)

http://www.setoncenterinc.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Emmitsburg-MD/The-National-Shrine-of-Saint-Elizabeth-Ann-Seton/123467847763


small comforts:  one touch at a time
a MinistRy Reflection by sisteR salvatRice MuRphy, D.c.

“I know why it hurts so much,” the 
old man told me, “it’s from sleeping on 
the concrete.”  

He rolled his shoulder as if  trying 
to shake off  the pain and I thought, 
perhaps he wasn’t all that old really, but 
the worn and weary look of  life on the 
streets had aged him.  

He came to the United Caring Shelter 
to warm up and to get something to eat.  
It happened to be the day that Sister 
Mary Ann Woodward, D.C., and I were 
there, both of  us trained in massage 
therapy.  

Can a fifteen minute massage change 
their lives and bring them out of  
homelessness? No, it cannot.  At least 

not any more than a hot meal or 
clean clothes will.  But I think we all 
can understand how much easier it is 
to concentrate on the bigger picture 
and work toward a goal when you are 
warm, well-fed, and comfortable.  

I am privileged each week to 
have the opportunity to offer some 
comfort to people who are suffering, 
to encourage them on their path, and, 
I hope, to remind them that they are 
loved beyond all telling by the same 
God who calls me to be here now.  
You may read the full story online 
here.

Sister Salvatrice Murphy, D.C., (far left) is shown in the Mater 
Dei chapel praying the rosary with Sister Mary Ellen Lacy, 
D.C., East Central Province (far right), and Sister Liz Sjoberg, 
D.C. (center).

Kenya (continued from front page)

heartwarming stories of  the good that 
the Sisters are blessed to be doing.  In 
little over eight years, the Daughters of  
Charity have expanded this ministry to 
what it is today.  

The villagers and our Sisters are 
both blessed with this opportunity.  
Each year our Sisters welcome new 
women into the Seminary in Kenya.  A 
complete story with some photos can 
be viewed in the News section on the 
Daughters’ web site, click here.  Several 
images of  this trip are in the photo 
gallery on the Daughters’ web site.

Provinical Superior, Sister Claire Debes, D.C., (4th from left), Provinical Superior, Sister Honora Remes, D.C., Evansville Province (center), and Sister Catherine Madigan D.C., on mission 
in Thigio, Kenya (right) stand with young men of  Chepynal.

st. ann’s infant anD maternity home:
150 yeaRs of continuing caRe

A Mass of  Thanksgiving was celebrated on March 21.
Photo by Rafael Crisostomo of  the Catholic Standard.  Used 
with permission.

Three Daughters of  Charity began 
a ministry of  care to orphans and 
young single mothers 150 years ago.  
Little did they imagine that their 
mission in 1860 would grow to be 
what it is today, 150 years later!

On Sunday, March 21, Archbishop 
Donald W. Wuerl celebrated a Mass 
of  Thanksgiving in the Crypt church 
of  the Basilica of  the National 
Shrine.  The history of  St. Ann’s can 
be read at www.stanns.org.
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mother seton school (continued from front page)

the Archdiocese of  Baltimore and the Diocese  of  Harrisburg, Daughters of  Charity, parents, and friends of  Mother Seton 
School.

“Elizabeth Ann Seton was able to affect so many lives because she had such a trust in God” said Bishop Rozanski as he 
spoke during his homily.  “She affected thousands of  people she never met and her role in education is known throughout the 
land,” he said. Story and photograph courtesy of  Mother Seton School.

“For I know well the plans I have in mind for you,” (Jeremiah 29:11a), was a fitting theme for the discernment weekend.  Six 
young women attended the discernment weekend held at Saint Joseph’s Provincial House in Emmitsburg.  A full weekend of  
prayer, reflection, fun, and discussion began on Friday, March 5, and ended on March 7.

“The first night I was a little unsure if  I could get anything 
out of  the retreat,” remarked a discerner.  “I was pleased to 
know that, after participating in the prayer and activities, I 
came to know myself  better and became more comfortable 
with God leading me.” 

A highlight for many of  the discerners was lunch with 
the retired Daughters of  Charity. Afterwards, each discerner 
met individually with our wisdom figures.  The retired Sister 
became her ‘prayer partner.’ 

“The Daughters’ patience with me and openness to helping 
me discern God’s will in my life, whatever that may be, gave 
me the energy, optimism, and faith to be ok with the fears of  
discernment.  I now have what it takes to take the next step.”
The weekend was summed up beautifully: “It was a beautiful 
weekend full of  prayer and fun.  I was able to get away from 
the craziness of  life and take time to discern my vocation.”

exPloring goD’s Plan:  DisceRning a life vocation

 Sister Liz Sjoberg, D.C., and Sister JoAnne Goecke, D.C., (back row)
shown with the discerners.

mass continues 200 years later
in the White house

Gold chalice embellished with the Jenkins 
family jewels.

On March 19, 1810, the first High Mass was celebrated in the White House chapel, with Mother 
Seton and the first Sisters in attendance.

Two hundred years later, a Mass was celebrated in the White house chapel to commemorate 
that occasion. The Mass was celebrated by Father William Kaufman, the chaplain at the National 
Shrine Grotto of  Our Lady of  Lourdes. Father Kaufman represented Father John Dubois, the 
first pastor of  the little church on the mountain.

A small group of  Daughters of  Charity was in attendance at this Mass, many of  whom had 
been either Docents or Shrine Administrators. Others attending were Sister Docents and Shrine 
staff  members.

During the call to worship, mention was made that at this Mass we were privileged to be using something very old, 
something very new, and something else of  note in between.

The very old mentioned is the original altar that had been built for the chapel in 1810.  Many prelates have said Mass at that 
altar over the years, and it is still being used 200 years later.

The very new were the Mass vestments, worn by Father Kaufman, a gift for the bicentennial by Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parish in Livorno, Italy. These vestments had first been worn at the Bicentennial Mass on August 2, 2009.

The something else of  note was a beautiful ornate chalice used at Mass, and which was donated to the Daughters of  Charity 
by the Jenkins family of  Baltimore in the early 1900s. The chalice is adorned with many of  the Jenkins family jewels. 

Those of  us present felt that we were standing on the shoulders of  the many Sisters and Daughters of  Charity who had 
worshipped in the very same chapel and at the same altar in the ensuing 200 years.
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Words of  Thanks

Dear Daughters of  Charity,
Thanks for all you have given in the past years to the 

poor people of  Raleigh and to other North Carolina 
cities.  One of  your ‘small’ operations to feed the poor 
has grown.  It’s the largest in the Eastern and Central 
part of  North Carolina!  The love and cooperation to 
assure a big success is beautiful to see. Your seeds have 
grown into life-saving deeds.

People, young and old, are showing how success 
spells full plates, clothes for babies, and countless 
helpful hours, all given with love.

The Daughters should have smiles on their faces now.  
Our brother, Chris, knows each one by her works and 
by her success stories.

God bless one and all.

D   ear Friends,

Christians all 
over the world 
celebrated the 
resurrection 
of  Jesus Christ 
from the dead on 
Easter Sunday. It 

ended the 40 days of  prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving known as Lent. 
Through spiritual struggle and self-
denial, we prepared ourselves to die 
spiritually with Christ on Good Friday, 

the day of  his Crucifixion, so that we 
can rise again with him in new life on 
Easter.

With new life comes new 
beginnings and joy.  Two very joyous 
occasions grew from the tiny seed 
planted by Mother Seton and are 
fine examples of  her continuing 
legacy.  The Mother Seton School 
in Emmitsburg is celebrating 200 
years of  educating our youth.  St. 
Ann’s Infant and Maternity Home in 
Maryland has been helping women 
and children to have a better life for 

150 years.
As you can see, the poverty and 

lives that Mother Seton, Saint Louise 
de Marillac, and Saint Vincent de Paul 
worked devotedly to improve continue 
today.  The needs may have changed, 
but unmet needs are still prevalent in 
today’s global world.

May God bless you and your 
family with vibrant faith, good 
health, and peace!

Walking to Help Make a 
Difference

In early March, Sister Anne 
Higgins, D.C., and Sister 
Liz Sjoberg, D.C., had the 
opportunity to raise money 
for the Mount Saint Mary’s 
University Relay for Life.  

The thirty-eight Mount 
teams and 375 participants in the Relay for Life raised 
over $34,000 for the American Cancer Society, making it 
a big success.

2010 was the Mount’s second year hosting and 
organizing the Relay for Life on campus and in total has 
raised about $75,000.


